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Village TV is every Wednesday in October from 2:00 - 3:00 p.m.

OCTOBER 3 CLUB MEETING AT
CLUBHOUSE 5 AT 1:00 P.M.
Masks & Proof of Vaccination are Required.
By: Sue Dearing

Post Card Writing
and Campaign Updates
from Outside the Village

Note Time
& Location
Change!

Join us October 3 at 1:00 p.m. in CH 5*
to write postcards to voters outside of
Laguna Woods (but who are in our local
districts) for:
• Dr. Asif Mahmood for 40th Congressional District
• Katrina Foley for O.C. Board of Supervisors, District 5
Stamps, postcards, addresses, and sample messages will be
provided. This is how we can help our candidates get elected and
have an impact outside of the Village.
Of course, we're counting on you to distribute door hangers and
make phone calls to the Democrats and No Party Preference (NPP)
within the Village. Contact GOTV Chair Mary Ribando if you are
not already signed up! Email: marytribando@aol.com or call
(716) 984-9480. See the article on page 5 in this newsletter.
While you write, you can chat with the friendly, like-minded
Democrats at your table and get to know some new people!
Staff members from both campaigns will talk briefly about the
important issues and what the campaign is doing outside of Laguna
Woods. Meet these dynamic young Democrats, who will give you
hope for the future!
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Supervisor
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LAGUNA WOODS
Democratic Club
Welcome to the Laguna
Woods Democratic Club.
We promote Democratic
values though education
and activism.
The Democratic Club
serves as the meeting and
gathering place for
registered Democrats and
friends of the Democratic
Party in Laguna Woods.

WELCOME NEW
MEMBERS!

2022 OFFICERS & DIRECTORS
DIRECTORS
• President Sue Dearing & African American Committee
• 1st V.P.

Rebeca Gilad, Outreach & Fundraising

• 2nd V.P.

Nancy Hensel, Special Events

• Secretary Allan Feldman, Central Committee Associate Member

and Program
• Treasurer Pat Leftwich, Budget

AT-LARGE DIRECTORS
• Jonathan Adler, Legislative Action
• Dana Barraclough, Bylaws & Hospitality
• Janice Burstin, Activism

• Deb Allen

• Debra David, Membership

• Howard Bernstein

• Heide Krueger-Gerson, Historian

• Andrew Dzida
• Gayle Jacobson
• Sue & Terry Kesinger

Luncheon Photos

Learn More: Click on Link

• Jeanne Lepowsky, Field Organizing & Voter Education
• Maureen Mehler, Club Election/Nominating
• Debo Orrill, Publicity, Website & Newsletter
• Mary Ribando, GOTV & Voter Registration

NEW MEMBER WELCOME MEETINGS!
By: Debra David

In the past year, we have begun offering meetings every few months to
orient new members to the Laguna Woods Democratic Club. These are
informal gatherings hosted by several board members at the lovely
home of long-time member Selma Bukstein.
(Top to Bottom)
Michele Goodwin,
Shari Horne,
Allan Feldman, and
Frank Mulvaney

They are an opportunity for participants to get acquainted with other
members and to learn more about the club. In a low-key, no-pressure
way, we discuss ways to get involved with various activities. We also
hope that seeing some familiar faces at club activities and events will
help new members feel more at home.

We keep the groups small and personal by inviting a limited number of
new members at a time. If you’ve recently joined and have not yet
received an invitation, or if you were unable to attend one when you
were invited and would like to be included at a future meeting, please
contact Debra David, Membership Chair, at debdavid48@gmail.com.

JOEL GOLDSTEIN’S PHOTOS:

Bottom (L to R) Dan Walsh,
Barbara Schulman and
Cottie Petrie-Norris.

More Pictures on Page 10
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See the photos taken at the September Luncheon featuring UCI
Professor Michele Goodwin. Click on a photo to enlarge it and then
click on the 3 dot menu in the upper right and select Slideshow, or
move through with arrows.
Any or all photos may be downloaded via the same 3 dot menu when
in whole album mode. To share forward this email, or send the link
below to others.
https://photos.app.goo.gl/39WMpfRt3vf1rTGg6

FOLLOWING OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS: DAVE MIN
By: Maureen Mehler

Senator Dave Min and Stop AAPI Hate announced on September 13th that Governor
Newsom signed Senate Bill (SB) 1161 into law.

This legislation requires the Mineta Transportation Institute at San Jose State
University to create a survey tool for California transit operators to strengthen and
promote passenger safety. The data collection effort is a critical first step in creating
a larger framework for meaningful safety solutions.
Rooted in Stop AAPI Hate’s documentation of nationwide hate and harassment, the
data-driven approach focuses on rider experiences, ensures consistency in the
collection of demographic information, first- and last-mile safety concerns, and
overall experiences with safety, including street harassment.

Senator Dave Min

WHAT HAS PRESIDENT BIDEN BEEN UP TO?
By: Maureen Mehler

According to an article by Heather Cox Richardson:
“Biden is using the power of the presidency to protect the American people
while trying to be fair to labor and management, a system pioneered by
Republican president Theodore Roosevelt and adopted afterward by
Democrat Franklin Delano Roosevelt and Republican Dwight Eisenhower,
among others. It’s a very different principle than the idea that workers
should accept whatever conditions management imposes on them.”
She goes on to write:
“Yesterday, ABC News senior national correspondent Terry Moran pointed
President Joseph Biden out that Biden and his team have ‘masterfully’ handled ‘the greatest
international security crisis since 9/11,’ Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. They
united NATO against Moscow and held the alliance together, wrecked the
Russian economy, helped Europeans find energy from new sources, kept the U.S. and NATO out of the
war, helped Ukraine with intelligence and weapons, all despite those at home working against him.”

QUARTER-A-DAY CAMPAIGN &
FUNDRAISER AUCTION RESULTS!
By: Pat Leftwich

In February 2022 Rebeca Gilad started the Quarter-a- Day Campaign as a means of providing a source of
funds to support candidates in the November election. As a result of this campaign, the Laguna Woods
Democratic Club has collected over $10,000. In addition, the 2022 annual fundraiser held on September
10, 2022, collected over $3,000 from the silent and live auctions. These funds have been and will
continue to be used to support Democratic candidates in the November election. Contributions can still
be made at https://secure.actblue.com/donate/lwdc
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to supporting our candidates.

QUESTION: WHO?
By: Rebeca Gilad

WHO? Which Latin American countries helped the Allies with soldiers and needed materials during
World War II? (answer on page 5)
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WHAT’S UP WITH THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF O.C.
By: Allan Feldman

worked hard on behalf of the residents of LWV and
would be a great addition to the City Council. Annie
is the only endorsed Democrat in this race.

The Central Committee
of the DPOC met twice
last month. Both
meetings were primarily about the county party
endorsing candidates for many local offices. It
appears that many candidates are anxious to be
associated with the DPOC. A total of 125 local
Democrats were endorsed by the DPOC.

Receiving the DPOC endorsement is not an easy or
simple matter. Candidates must apply for the
endorsement and be interviewed by a committee.
The committee’s decision must then be voted on by
the Central Committee.

One of the candidates endorsed was Annie McCary,
running for Laguna Woods Village City Council.
Annie is the only endorsed Democrat in this
election. I’m sure many people know Annie. She is
currently First Vice President of the Third Mutual
Board and President of the African America
Heritage Club. She is a retired nurse practitioner and
has lived in LWV for over nine years. Annie has

LWDC Legislative Action Committee Chairman
Jonathan Adler has been instrumental in the
endorsement process. He not only sits on the
committee that interviews prospective candidates,
but he has also been involved in creating the
questionnaire that candidates must complete to be
considered. Jonathan does a lot of work, and much
of it is behind the scenes.

OCTOBER 4 AT THE TOWERS
By: Sue Dearing

Voter Registration at the Towers
On October 4 from 10:00 a.m. to noon Voter Registration Chair Mary Ribando will be
doing voter registration in the lobby at the Towers. If you know anyone who needs to
register to vote, send them over.

Annie McCary

Candidate & Ballot Information w/ City Council Candidate,
Annie McCary, at the Towers
Also on October 4 at 10 a.m. there will be a meeting in Lortscher Hall. Laguna Woods
City Council candidate Annie McCary will be there in person to speak and answer
questions. LWDC Directors Allan Feldman and Jonathan Adler will talk about and
distribute literature for our local candidates:
• Dr. Asif Mahmood for Congress
• Judie Mancuso for CA Assembly
• Katrina Foley for OC Board of Supervisors
• Michele Bell for O.C. Superior Court Judge
• Dan Walsh for Saddleback Valley Unified School District
Jonathan Adler will also discuss and distribute information about all the ballot measures.

Jonathan Adler

Allan Feldman

WORLD VEGETARIAN DAY— OCTOBER 1
World Vegetarian Day is commemorated every year on October 1st. Around 10% of the world's population is
vegetarian, and more people are making changes in their lifestyle to be more sustainable and healthier by eating
less meat. World Vegetarian Day was founded in 1977 by the North American Vegetarian Society, with the intent to
raise awareness about the benefits of a vegetarian lifestyle among non-vegetarians. A year later in 1978 the
International Vegetarian Union voiced its support for the observance and endorsed it. Vegetarianism has several
health, economic, ethical, and environmental benefits, and this day aims to promote them around the globe and
encourage more people to lower their meat consumption.
October 1st, World Vegetarian Day, is also the first day of Vegetarian Awareness Month, which ends with World
Vegan Day on November 1st.
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VILLAGE TV—OCTOBER!
By: Sue Dearing

The October Club Meeting airs
Wednesdays at 2:00 p.m. Meet three
of our amazing Democratic candidates:
•

Supervisor Katrina Foley, candidate
for O.C. Supervisor

•

Michele Bell, candidate for O.C. Superior Court
Judge

•

Annie McCary, candidate for Laguna Woods City
Council

•

Legislative Action Chair Jonathan Adler, who
will speak on the ballot measures.

A special, brief video message from Senator Alex
Padilla is also on the program.

Did You Know? airs Sundays at 3:30 p.m. Meet Pearl
Lee, Young Lee, and Yong Chin Pak, who share their
knowledge of the culture of South Korea and the
influence of South Korean immigrants in America.
Rebeca Gilad, LWDC Vice President moderates.
You are guaranteed to learn something new!
Many of the club’s past programs can be seen on
YouTube. Just search for Laguna Woods
Democratic Club, or click here!

WE ARE WORKING …
TO GET OUT THE VOTE & NEED YOUR HELP!
By: Mary Ribando

The GOTV Committee has been working to gather up-to-date and
important information to share with our voters. At weekly meetings
we put together our research on who is running, when to vote, and
the many ways you can vote.

— GET OUT THE VOTE —

With the challenges of redistricting, some of the incumbent
candidates we knew will be facing new opponents or have moved
out of our district, while some of our candidates are new to voters,
having never run before.
In a past newsletter entry, I recounted that even though she won the 2020 Primary by over 17,000 votes,
Democrat Christy Smith LOST the CA CD25 seat by only 333 votes. The is a perfect example for why we are
working hard to inform our voters and encourage them to make sure they vote.
But we cannot do this without your help. We need volunteers to make phone calls, deliver door hangers,
and talk to their neighbors. We are planning to reach out to every registered LWV Democrat and No Party
Preference voter, an ambitious goal compared to what we have done in the past.
It seems like we've been telling you since 2016 that “this is the most important election of your lifetime,”
but the truth is they are all important---and they seem to get more important each time! We need you to
help us make a difference…our democracy REALLY depends on it!
If you haven’t yet, you can volunteer by emailing me at marytribando@aol.com or calling 716-984-9480.

See the Save the Dates article elsewhere in this newsletter for specific dates, times and location for
election-related events.

ANSWER: REALLY! (continued from page 3)
Mexico and Brazil helped the Allies in World War II. Mexico sent its best pilots known as the Aztec
Eagle Squadron to fight in the Pacific. Mexico was also instrumental in the fabrication and delivery of
metals needed by the USA for various purposes. Brazil sent its large reconnaissance battalion to Italy
and allowed the USA to establish a base in its territory.
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REBECA GILAD RECEIVES PEACE PRIZE

First Margaret Pearlman Peace Prize from Concerned Citizens
By: Sue Dearing

On Peace Day, September 21, LWDC's 1st Vice President, Rebeca
Gilad received the first annual Margaret Pearlman Peace Prize from
Concerned Citizens in a ceremony at Clubhouse 1.

(L to R) Annie McCary, Rebeca Gilad,
Shari Horne, Pearl Lee, and
Latifah Taormina

This is what was said about Rebeca: "Your lifelong activism, and
your passion for race relations and justice- have been instrumental
in shaping our Laguna Woods community's recent anti-hate
initiative. Your efforts have resulted in the establishment of the
Community Bridge Builders, a coalition of individuals and groups of
different cultural, spiritual, national and ethnic backgrounds and
beliefs, whose goal is to promote genuine community among
people of all backgrounds through dialogue, education, the sharing
of cultural experiences and advocacy. Your Community Bridge
Builders stand together against bias, prejudice, and discrimination
in any form."
LWDC is so proud of Rebeca! Margaret Pearlman, a former member
of LWDC, would have been thrilled to see her memory honored by
Rebeca's activism!

TODAY AND ALWAYS
By: Rebeca Gilad

TODAY:
To: Dottie Hawkins: Wishing you a quick and pain-free recuperation.
We need to see you dancing again soon.
From: The LWDC Board of Directors.
To: Harold Mukamal: Our love and prayers are with you and Arlene.
From: The LWDC Board of Directors.
To: Nancy Hensel and ALL the volunteers that worked so hard to make the 2022 Luncheon and Fundraiser
such a success. A million thanks.
From: The LWDC Board of Directors and all the lucky members who attended the event.
To: Marilyn and Jerry Gross, a special thank you for bringing beauty to our events and our lives through your
beautiful room decorations. You make a very big difference.
From: The LWDC Board of Directors.
To: ALL the DONORS who graciously bought gift cards, major live auction prizes, and door prizes. How can
we ever thank you enough?
From: The LWDC Board of Directors, all the lucky people who will enjoy your gifts, and all the MERCHANTS
from whom you obtained the gift cards.
To: Senator Dave Min and DPOC Chair Ada Briceño for taking some of our lucky members out for a wonderful
luncheon date.
From: The LWDC Board of Directors.

ALWAYS:
To: M’yung Coe: You have left us, but your spirit and beauty will continue to live within us.
From: Frieda Gorelick, Debbie Fox, Rebeca Gilad, and all your other dance buddies.
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OUR MEMBERS: EVA OROZCO
By: Rebeca Gilad

Rebeca: Evita: I am so proud to
be sharing with our readers
the life of a fantastic Mexican
American woman, resident of
Laguna Woods Village, and
member of our club. Please
tell us about your life.
Eva: I was born in Mexico City,
daughter of a Mexican father (from Mexico City)
and a Mexican American mother (from California).
We moved to East Los Angeles from Mexico City
when I was 12 years old. My English was limited;
however, I was placed in the 9th grade, skipping all
ESL (English as Second Language) classes.
I remember in high school students were punished
for speaking Spanish in class because they wanted
us to integrate as quickly as possible. It was also
important for me to learn English because I was in
a hurry to find a job. I decided to go to night school
while in high school in order to improve my language skills.
One day I went to downtown L.A. and started
knocking on doors to find a job. One of those doors
belonged to the office of an attorney. I asked the
lawyer’s secretary if she needed any help, and right
then and there she hired me to be her assistant.
That was my very first job!
Rebeca: What happened then?

across the street at the offices of a title insurance
company (now First American Title), where I
became very knowledgeable in the field of real
estate transactions. Every summer I went back to
Mexico City, where my large extended family lived
and where I thought I wanted to live. However,
while I was there, a friend from California came to
visit and asked me to marry him! I said yes and was
also excited to come back to be close to my parents
and siblings in California. We got married and had
four children. I now have four grandchildren, who
live nearby and have continuously been the center
of my life. After retiring, I moved to Laguna Woods
and have been here for three years.
Rebeca: Any hobbies, plans and dreams?

I love to travel. I went to Perugia, Italy, to study
Italian for eight months and travelled all over
Europe. Next month, I am going across the pond
again to Croatia! During the pandemic, I stayed
home and learned Portuguese because one day I
plan to visit Portugal. I love to dance and exercise,
and I have a long history of volunteering. For
example, I was one of the organizers of the
Hispanic Women’s Council, which gave scholarships
to women; South County Outreach, who feed the
hungry; and phone banking with various organizations. I am also involved with my church as well.
Future plans? To be around my loved ones as much
as possible.

Eva: The same woman helped me find a better job

SAVE THESE DATES!

October is a Busy Month for LWDC!
By: Sue Dearing
October 3—LWDC Monthly Meeting in Clubhouse 5 at 1:00 p.m. (See the article elsewhere in this newsletter.)
October 4—LWDC Meeting in Lortscher Hall at the Towers & Voter Registration in the Lobby both at
10:00 a.m. (See the article elsewhere in this newsletter.)

October 6—GOTV Kick-Off in Clubhouse 5 Main Lounge at 9:30 a.m. (See article elsewhere in this
newsletter to volunteer.)
October 14—Ballot Marking Party in Clubhouse 2. Drop in any time from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. (Look for
more specific information soon in your inbox and in clubhouse flyers.)
October 22—Voter Registration at Village Bazaar in Clubhouse 5 Main Lounge from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
(Contact Mary Ribando to volunteer: marytribando@aol.com or [716] 984-9480)
October 25—Ballot Marking Party in Clubhouse 5 Multi-Purpose Room. Drop in any time from 9:00 a.m. to
11:00 a.m. (Look for more specific information soon in your inbox and in clubhouse flyers.)
Ride sharing is available for all club events. Email us at: lwdc.share@gmail.com
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CONTACT YOUR STATE & FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVES!
CONTACT YOUR U.S. SENATORS & REPRESENTATIVE!
Senator: Dianne Feinstein Contact
Senator: Alex Padilla Contact
Representative: Katie Porter Contact

CONTACT YOUR
CALIFORNIA STATE
LEGISLATORS!
Assembly Member: Cottie Petrie-Norris Contact
State Senator: Dave Min Contact
By November not all residents of Laguna Woods Village will
have the same federal and state legislators. etc. To confirm your representative: Click Here!

GENERAL ELECTION
The general election is scheduled on November 8, 2022.

SIGN-WAVING RALLIES IN OCTOBER
By: Janice Burstin

On October 7th, there will be a rally for:
“Protecting Women’s Healthcare and Reproductive Rights.”
On October 21st, there will be a rally for:
“Protecting People from Gun Violence.”

Protecting Women’s Healthcare &
Reproductive Rights.

Both rallies will be held on Fridays between 4:00 to 5:00 p.m.
on El Toro Road between City Hall and Olive Garden Restaurant. Only a few signs will be available, so bring your own!
Thanks for your activism!

NATIONAL IMMIGRANTS
DAY—OCTOBER 28
The United States of America is known as the
world’s melting pot, and every year on October
28 National Immigrants Day gives us a reason
to reflect on just how unique that distinction is
among the world’s 195 sovereign nations. As
Americans, we are proud of our long history
of welcoming immigrants from all parts of the
world and value their contributions that add
to our nation’s blend of cultures, customs, and
traditions.
Americans are citizens either by birth or by
choice, abiding under a common flag and
constitution, united by its legacy as a land of
freedom and opportunity. Most of those ideas
and dreams passed through Ellis Island,
America’s first federal immigration center.
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Before 1890, the 42 individual states then
comprising the United States of America
regulated the flow of immigration into the
United States. Europeans began fleeing political
instability, restrictive religious laws, and
deteriorating economic conditions in record
numbers, leading to massive numbers of
immigrants arriving on American shores by 1890.
To ease the burden on individual states the
federal government opened Ellis Island in New
York Harbor on 1892. From opening day on
January 1, 1890, until the day Ellis Island closed in
November 1954, over 12 million immigrants
passed through the Ellis Island along with hopes
and dreams of a better life. As we celebrate
National Immigrants Day, we also celebrate the
determination, ingenuity, and spirit immigrants
continue to add to our melting pot of cultures we
call America.

REMARKS BY MICHELE GOODWIN
UCI Chancellor’s Professor of Law at LWDC Luncheon
By: Marcia Goldstein

The audience was incredibly attentive and greatly appreciative of Ms. Goodwin’s
talk. She began with an expression of gratitude for our commitment, even
though she recognizes that hard work may not always pay off. Showing up is the
right thing to do, not because of recent dramatic events such as the January 6
insurrection, but because of the fact that there are children growing up
learning more about Confederates than about United States heroes. They are
taught respect for Confederates and the monuments to them, but not about
heroes such as Charles Sumner, an abolitionist Senator who was nearly beaten to
death in Congress three days after speaking out about the rape of women and
girl slaves in the South.

Michele Goodwin

We acknowledge the 1964 Civil Rights Act and the 1965 Voting Rights Act, but we don’t remember the young
people who came to the South to call out segregation who were beaten, those who were in buses set on fire
with them in them, Michael Schwerner who was murdered (along with Andrew Goodman and James
Chaney) for working on voter registration. There are no monuments to them, but many monuments to
Southern heritage, that is, to treason.
We remember that there was a bombing that killed little girls in the 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, but we never think of the survivors who lived on, paralyzed or blind for the rest of their lives. Across
from the church is a Civil Rights Museum with a striking time graph of the large number of bombings that
took place in just a snippet of time (1953-1956). Imagine the number of violent instances that black people
have been through in their entire history.
In 1883, just twenty years after the 14th Amendment ended slavery, the Jim Crow era began, the feeling
being that enough grace had been granted former slaves and it was time for them to “get over it.” Rosa
Parks was a hard-core activist and supporter of women’s rights and not, as she has been depicted, just a
woman who refused to give up her seat on a bus.

Pauli Murray was a black woman predecessor to Ruth Bader Ginsberg decades before her and, like her, was
first in her class. A paper written by Murray in her second year of law school became the blueprint for the
Brown vs the Board of Education case. Murray also produced an 800-page volume, “States’ Laws on Race
and Color,” which was described by Thurgood Marshall as the “Bible” of the civil rights movement. It
identified and compiled all the serious and arcane laws that black people had to deal with, such as no playing
billiards, no bowling, and no using public swimming pools – as well as fines for white people who chose to
live in a black neighborhood.
“Jane Crow” laws are something else we paper over as they pertain to reproductive rights. The Supreme
Court case of Buck vs Bell involved the state of Virginia rounding up “unfit” white people and sterilizing
them. Terry Buck was a 16-year-old who was threatened with sterilization. Her defending attorney was a
supporter of the eugenics movement, which was designed to rid society of the “unfit.” In 1927, the Supreme
Court ruled against Buck saying that “three generations of imbeciles is enough.” States even competed with
each other, advertising the numbers sterilized.
Nazis came to the U.S. to learn how to “do” Jim Crow in order to isolate and deal with minorities they
deemed unacceptable. In the U.S., “Fitter Family” contests gave medals for families based on how blonde
and blue-eyed their children were. Within white supremacy, there was even supremacy based on whiteness,
with 33 categories of whiteness. This history helps us understand how strong we have to be, especially how
the Supreme Court that we now have tells us that we don’t have to worry about what they say in their decisions, as in Dobbs, for example. If we don’t like what they do, they advise us to “just go vote,” which is ironic
in the context of the voter suppression laws that resulted from its hamstringing of the Voting Rights Act.
Continued on page 10
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THE V.P. CORNER

REMARKS BY MICHELE
GOODWIN

By: Rebeca Gilad

Our 2022 Luncheon/Fundraiser was a success after
months of planning and preparations. I have been
up since four o’clock wondering if we left any
details out, trying to remember every thought that
Professor Goodwin shared with us, enjoying again
the pleasure of seeing our members happy and
involved, speaking to each other at the tables and
sharing their lives---united by our common goals
and values. If only we could multiply these feelings
of belonging and views of shared human
responsibility everywhere we go.
Hmm…Probably not.
But the real question is: Can we all live together as a
human race, in peace, putting aside our differences?
Can we see that only together we can deal with and
maybe, just maybe, find solutions to the urgent
problems of climate change, poverty, COVID/
Monkey Pox/Polio, racism, prejudice, war and
power struggles, and gun violence ---and once and
forever erase the shadow of the past presidency.

What do YOU think?
I think we have a great club because we have 450+
GREAT members that are just like YOU. Many
thanks for being yourselves. And let’s not forget
that as long as we have on TV long days of learning
about the English monarchy and watching Serena
Williams, we can all get along, no matter our
political inclination.
Hey! Now that’s an idea!

Continued….September Luncheon Photos
(L to R)
Deborah Skurnik,
Annie McCary (back),
Michele Goodwin, and
Heide Krueger-Gerson

Mike Gaskins

Cynthia Conners
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(continued)

The Confederate states have never apologized,
never stopped their racist policies except when the
Supreme Court, Congress, or an Executive order has
intervened. These states are more practiced in this
than we are, therefore, we should view our times
through the lens of the past.
The Legislature of Mississippi says we must love
women and protect them; meanwhile, black
women suffer the highest percentages of death. In
California we have protection of women’s health,
but what happens beyond our state matters.
People in the North were willing to be abolitionists,
and in the 1960s young people came to the South to
work for civil rights. Let us hope we can be as
courageous in standing up for rights as these
people were. Their suffering matters. The Supreme
Court refuses to acknowledge religious liberty as it
applies to people who are not Catholic (as are the
deciding members of the Court).

The violence in this country is deeply concerning.
Children have to worry about guns and how to take
protective measures while we still need gun control. Jews need to worry about having guards at
synagogues. We see Christian supremacy, not just
white supremacy. Freedom of the press is
challenged as we see book censorship in schools
and genuine concern among librarians. Laws have
been implemented against aiding or abetting anyone who has been raped. Laws punish doctors who
help women. Under Louisiana laws, a woman has
been required to carry a pregnancy to term even
though the fetus has no skull. In Wisconsin, a
woman had to bleed for 10 days until she was “near
death” to meet the requirement that a doctor could
help her. In Nebraska a mother was prosecuted for
helping her daughter secure pills for an abortion.
A code of ethics is needed for the Supreme Court.
At UCI, law students are held to a high standard as
candidates for graduation and must pass several
hurdles. Yet we overlook obvious conflicts of
interest in the highest court. How can we develop
the integrity to say “not in our House” to those
who are openly racist, homophobic, or supremacist
in Congress? We must show up!

