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August 16 Club Meeting—Note Time Change!
By: Sue Dearing

It's hard to believe but it's already time to start preparing for our next
election. We have so many candidates that we will be devoting both the
August 16 and September 20 meetings to candidates and propositions.
But each candidate will appear only once, so you will want to be sure to
attend both meetings. Because of their busy schedules, it is possible that
there might be last minute changes, so stay tuned.

Dr. Asif Mahmood

Our August 16 meeting is at 2 p.m. in Clubhouse 2!
The meeting will feature Dr. Asif Mahmood for Congress, Judie Mancuso for
CA State Assembly and Dan Walsh for Saddleback Valley United School District Board (SVUSD) as well as a discussion by Legislative Action Chair Jonathan Adler of the seven ballot measures we will be voting on in November.
Dr. Asif Mahmood is a practicing physician and member of California's
Medical Board, the state agency responsible for protecting healthcare
consumers by rigorous enforcement of the Medical Practices Act and by
promoting consumer access to quality healthcare. Born and raised in
Pakistan, Dr. Mahmood emigrated to the United States after medical
school, completing his residency at the University of Kentucky's Medical
Center, followed by a fellowship at the University of Virginia and Columbia
University's Harlem Hospital. Committed to public service, he has held a
number of leadership positions in humanitarian organizations, including
as a current member of UNICEF's Western Region Board and the Board
of Valley Rescue Mission, southern California's largest homeless shelter.
Dr. Mahmood has been endorsed by the CA Democratic Party, Governor
Newsom, and numerous prominent CA public servants, including Senator
Padilla and Representative Katie Porter, as well as by labor unions and
nonprofits such as Planned Parenthood and the Sierra Club.

Masks & Proof of Vaccination are Required
for all Monthly Meetings.

Judie Mancuso

Dan Walsh

Continued on page 2

LAGUNA WOODS
Democratic Club
Welcome to the Laguna
Woods Democratic Club.
We promote Democratic
values though education
and activism.
The Democratic Club
serves as the meeting and
gathering place for
registered Democrats and
friends of the Democratic
Party in Laguna Woods.

WELCOME NEW
MEMBERS!

2022 OFFICERS & DIRECTORS
DIRECTORS
• President Sue Dearing
• 1st V.P.

Rebeca Gilad, Outreach & Fundraising

• 2nd V.P.

Nancy Hensel, Special Events

• Secretary Allan Feldman, Central Committee Associate Member

and Program
• Treasurer Pat Leftwich, Budget

AT-LARGE DIRECTORS
• Jonathan Adler, Legislative Action
• Dana Barraclough, Bylaws
• Janice Burstin, Activism

• Kuojen Chiang

• Debra David, Membership

• Walter Fox

• Heide Krueger-Gerson, Historian

• John Rittenhour
• Susan Silvers
• Dvora Zierer
• Mary Zolly

• Jeanne Lepowsky, Field Organizer &

Campaign
• Maureen Mehler, Nominating

• Debo Orrill, Publicity, Website & Newsletter
• Mary Ribando, Voter Registration and Campaign

AUGUST 16TH MEETING (continued)

FRIDAY, AUGUST 26
Hate Hurts Us All Rally
On El Toro Rd. between
City Hall and Olive Garden
from 4-5 p.m. Hate Has
No Home Here signs
available.
Contact Activism Chair
Janice Burstin:
(949) 636-0501.
SATURDAY,
SEPTEMBER 10
The club's annual
fundraiser dinner with
Michele Goodwin, UCI.
See article elsewhere in
this issue and flyer
attached.
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Judie Mancuso: With an early career leading large teams in the technology
industry over a span of 20 years, Judie is the founder and CEO of Social
Compassion in Legislation, a leading non-profit dedicated to the protection
of animals and the environment. Judie's drive and legislative advocacy skills
have been key to her success in having 19 bills signed into law. She is a
former member of the CA Veterinary Medical Board and current Vice Chair
of the Laguna Beach Environmental Sustainability Committee. In 2019,
Judie was named in the top ten of the top 100 most influential people in
Orange County. Judie has been endorsed by numerous organizations
including the CA Democratic Party, Planned Parenthood and the Sierra Club.
Dan Walsh: is a geography teacher at Saddleback College and has served in
college leadership positions, working closely with both the faculty and the
Board of Trustees. Dan grew up in Orange County and is a product of public
schools, including a BA & MA in Geography from Cal State Fullerton. Dan
and his wife have a daughter in elementary school in SVUSD, so they have
a personal interest in the issues that affect the quality, access and character
of our schools. Dan is the only candidate with a child in SVUSD schools and
when elected would be the only one on the board. Dan believes in district
fiscal responsibility including spending where it has the maximum positive
impact on students. Saddleback Valley teachers have endorsed only Dan for
Area 1 in SVUSD.
Please join us for this important meeting at 2 p.m. (note time change) in
Clubhouse 2 on August 16. Looking forward to seeing you.

VILLAGE TV FOR AUGUST!
By: Sue Dearing

The Club's August program on Village TV will
feature LWDC's own
Rebeca Gilad speaking on
Racism: Micro and MacroAggressions, Are We
Failing to Act? and
Rebeca Gilad

Stacy Deeble-Reynolds,
Director of Student
Achievement and Wellness
at the O.C. Department of
Education, speaking on
Stacy Deeble-Reynolds
Ethnic Studies: Debunking the Myths.
Watch this informative presentation Wednesdays in August at 2:00 p.m., except possibly
August 10, because of a United meeting.
Last month's newsletter included biographical
information about Rebeca, but not about Stacy.
Here is a brief bio: Stacy Deeble-Reynolds has over

20 years of experience working with students,
parents, educators and community stakeholders
in Sacramento, Orange County, and throughout
the state of California. She currently serves in
various leadership capacities among Orange
County work groups focused on student mental
health and wellness, family engagement,
substance use prevention, and positive youth
development. Stacy holds a bachelor’s degree
from U.C. Irvine, and a master’s degree in Public
Administration from C.S.U. Long Beach.
Did You Know? Features a fascinating and
informative program on the culture of South
Korea and the influence of South Korean
immigrants on American culture. Village residents
Pearl Lee, Young Lee and Yong Chin Pak share
their knowledge and experiences with moderator
Rebeca Gilad. The program airs every Sunday in
August at 3:30 p.m. You will definitely learn something new!

WOMEN'S EQUALITY DAY—AUGUST 26, 2022
Women's Equality Day (August 26) commemorates the 19th amendment of the
Constitution (1920), that gave women the right to vote. Until 1868, the right to
vote was only held by white male landowners. The 14th amendment gave any
man born in the U.S. that right. In 1870 the 15th amendment was signed to
prevent any American citizen from being denied his right to vote based on his
race, color, or whether he used to be a slave. Women were not included in the
15th amendment.
In 1869 Susan B. Anthony founded the National Woman Suffrage Association
(NWSA), which drafted a paper called “The Revolution” with articles about equality, and petitioned the
government. After 17 years of campaigning, the NWSA and other organizations were successful in bringing
the first debate on equality to Congress in 1886. The motion to allow women the right to vote was defeated
by a large margin.
The Suffragettes returned to Congress in 1919 with support from more states that already had equal rights for
women in their constitutions. Women took to the streets to protest for their rights and in May 1919 the
majority of Congress voted to include the 19th amendment in the Constitution. The Secretary of State,
Bainbridge Colby signed the amendment in 1920, giving women in the United States the right to vote.
In 1971 New York Congresswoman Bella Azbug introduced a resolution to Congress suggesting August 26 be
declared Women's Equality Day. Congress met in 1973 and approved the resolution. Ten days later Women's
Equality Day was celebrated for the first time. As part of the resolution, the President would issue an annual
proclamation commemorating August 26 as the day women won the right to vote.
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WHAT’S UP WITH THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF O.C.
By: Allan Feldman

It seems quiet at the
DPOC and the LWDC
this month, but it just seems that way. Both
organizations are gearing up for the upcoming
election. There were certainly some victories in
the primary. Dr. Asif Mahmood (40CD), Supervisor
Katrina Foley (5th O.C. Supervisor) and Judie
Mancuso (70th Assembly District) all finished first
in their respective races. Don’t be fooled. All the
winning candidates had 2 Republicans running
against them in the primary. For all these races
there is going to be much work to do to pull them
through to victory in November. We need to be
prepared. Redistricting did us no favors.
It's time we start thinking about California elections
in a different way. The actual election begins in
October when ballots are mailed to voters. It ends
this year on November 8th. What we used to call
election day is no longer. November 8th is the last
day of the election. There is now an election month
not an election day.

Everyone at the DPOC and LWDC is saddened and
disappointed by the story of Melahat Rafiei.
Melahat was arrested by the FBI, accused of
claiming to an undercover agent that she was going
to bribe two members of the Irvine City Council to
benefit her clients. Charges were dismissed when
she agreed to cooperate with officials investigating
the Anaheim land deal/swindle with the Los Angeles
Angels of Anaheim baseball team. Subsequent
resignations and arrests seem to have confirmed
the accuracy of Melahat’s cooperation. According
to the FBI her cooperation was not complete. They
claim she withheld information concerning previous
alleged illegal actions on her part. Melahat has
resigned from all her Democratic Party positions
and from the OC Fair Board. She asserts she is
innocent, and we hope she will get her career back
on track.

THE V.P. CORNER
By: Rebeca Gilad

Martin Luther King said: “The ultimate measure of a man (or a woman) is not where he/she stands in
moments of comfort and convenience, but where he/she stands at times of challenge and controversy.”
Do you think we are struggling through times of challenge and controversy? Now, that was a dumb question!
Indeed, we are in dangerous times. In difficult times. In scary times.
What can and should we do? One thing is obvious: we must vote. And what else? I know you know where I’m
going with this. Our yearly fun-fundraiser is around the corner and the club needs your help so we can help
the candidates’ campaigns.
The gift cards that you kindly donate to our fundraiser are bought by our members and the money we receive,
thanks to you, is sent to the candidates running to become our representatives. But at the same time, you are
helping the merchants where you purchased the card, whose food or services you enjoy.
Your vote is your voice. Your gift card is the ticket to send our candidates to where our voices shall be heard,
while we continue to enjoy the fruits of the work of our hard-working merchants.
Please send me an email to tell me where you are purchasing or soliciting a gift card and if you need any gift
card information at rebecagilad@gmail.com. I thank you and am humbled by your continuous support, in the
good times and the difficult ones. You are loved.
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SEPTEMBER 10, 2022 ANNUAL FUNDRAISING EVENT
By: Nancy Hensel
The other night I was watching Lawrence O’Donnell on MSNBC. His guest was Michele Goodwin who
spoke about the recent Supreme Court decision on Roe vs Wade. On September 10 you will have an
opportunity to hear Goodwin speak at the Laguna Woods Democratic Club Annual Fundraising event.
Michele is Chancellor's Professor of Law at the University of California, Irvine, where she directs the Center
for Biotechnology and Global Health Policy. She serves on the Executive Committee of the ACLU and is
author of Policing the Womb: Invisible Women and the Criminalization of Motherhood. She is a frequent
commentator on issues of reproductive health and is the host of On The Issues with Michele Goodwin.
This year’s fundraising event will be a dinner and auction on Saturday, September 10 at Clubhouse One.
The doors will open at 4:15 p.m. for the auction and dinner will be served at 6:00 p.m. The meal will be
catered by Tomas Martinez. Guests will have a choice of baked salmon with tartar sauce and lemon,
chicken breast stuffed with broccoli and cheese or a vegan option of Portobello mushrooms. Red and
white wine will be served, and guests can purchase Blue Donkey drinks for $5.00 with proceeds going to
South County Outreach. The flyer is attached. Here is the ActBlue link https://secure.actblue.com/
donate/2022fundraiser.
The silent auction will be the same as last year with only gift cards. Area restaurants and businesses (such
as hair and nail salons, dry cleaners, pet stores, bookstores, etc.) are slowly recovering from the pandemic.
Therefore, we are asking that you buy a gift card from your favorite restaurant/business and donate it to
the club's silent auction. If you feel comfortable doing so, you can also ask for a donation of a gift card
from the same restaurant/business, while you are purchasing one. Those gift cards will be auctioned off
in the silent auction on September 10 and will go to support LWDC's efforts to raise money for our
candidates in 2022.
In order that we don't have multiple people requesting donations from the same restaurants/businesses,
we ask you to contact LWDC V.P., Rebeca Gilad and let her know the names of the places from whom you
are buying and requesting gift cards: rebecagilad@gmail.com or (714) 833-4888.
Please consider buying a gift card in any amount from $25 to $100 and know that it will provide fun for
those at the dinner while supporting area businesses, LWDC and local Democratic candidates!
Any questions, please contact Rebeca Gilad: rebecagilad@gmail.com or (714) 833-4888.

TODAY AND ALWAYS
By: Rebeca Gilad

TODAY:
To: Cathy Aubert, our dear friend, wishing you a fast and easy recuperation.
From: The Board of Directors of LWDC.
To: Marilyn Gross, hoping you feel well very soon.
From: The Board of Directors of LWDC.

ALWAYS:
To: Marcia and Joel Goldstein, our deepest condolences for the loss of your brother-in-law, Ray A. Curtis, Sr.
May he rest in Peace.
From: The Board of Directors of LWDC.
To: Gayle Jacobsen, our sincere sympathy on the loss of your dear partner of many years Rick Moran.
From: The Board of Directors of LWDC.
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OUR MEMBERS: ANNIE MCCARY
By: Rebeca Gilad

Rebeca: Annie: As one of 16
siblings, you have risen from
working the cotton fields at
the age of six on two farms
both in Selma, Alabama, one
your family's and the other
belonging to a local White
family. After all this, you have
Annie McCary
become one of our Laguna
Woods community leaders as President of the
African American Heritage Club and Third
Mutual Board Director. How?
Annie: I learned early on both negotiation and
survival skills. We would wake up at dawn to start
the wood burning stove and get ready to go out to
work gathering different crops: anything necessary
for survival. We had no electricity or running water
at home. Water was fetched from a spring or a
creek both for drinking and for washing.

Rebeca: Was there time for playing? Were there any
close neighbors or friends?
Annie: Playing was frowned upon at home. But we
did play in school at recess. Everything was far
away from our farm. The only other farm belonged
to the white family where we worked, but we were
not allowed to play with their kids.

Annie: I left at age 17 and was brought to California
by my brother. Here I enrolled in nursing courses
and continued until I got my Nurse Practitioner
Certification.
Rebeca: What have you done in Laguna Woods
since you moved here in 2013?
Annie: I found an ad in the Globe about an opening
on the Third Mutual Board, applied and got the
position, where I have been serving since. I like
working there because I have learned how this
community operates, how rules are enforced,
what the challenges in keeping up with renewals
are, changes in HOA laws, how to conserve water,
etc. What pains me is when I see that some
residents can no longer afford to live here because
of price increases.
Rebeca: Any future plans?
Annie: I love our community and now I see a new
opportunity for service: I am running for a City
Council seat in November. I have years of expertise
in governance, and I see it as an opportunity to
bring diversity and a different point of view to the
City Council. I am committed to serving the community rather than imposing my own self interests.

Rebeca: When did you leave home and where did
you go?

PURPLE HEART DAY – SUNDAY AUGUST 7, 2022
Purple Heart Recognition Day is commemorated every year on August 7. The Purple Heart
Medal is awarded by the President of the United States to the soldiers of the U.S. military
who were wounded or killed while serving their country on or after April 5, 1917.
The Purple Heart Medal originates from the Badge for Military Merit, created by George
Washington on August 7, 1782. Washington was the commander in chief of the Continental
Army and wanted a decoration to award to soldiers who performed " any singularly meritorious action" while serving in the army.
On February 22, 1932, the Order of the Purple Heart became the oldest military award presented to American
servicemen and women when General Douglas MacArthur lobbied for the reinstatement of the medal to
celebrate George Washington’s 20th birthday.
It is estimated that 1.8 million soldiers have been the recipients of the Purple Heart Medal since 1932, some of
them have been retroactively awarded the medal, as the award goes back to recognize those who served on
and after 1917.
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY TRANSFERS BRUCE’S BEACH
TO BLACK FAMILY DESCENDANTS
By: Gloria Williams
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors voted
unanimously, on June 28, 2022, to return ownership
of a piece of Manhattan Beach seaside property to
the descendants of a Black family whose land was
taken from them nearly a century ago.

victims of a racially motivated removal campaign.
They were awarded some damages but were never
able to reopen their resort. The property sat vacant
for decades with ownership being transferred to the
state and eventually to Los Angeles County in 1995.

Supervisor Janice Hahn, who spearheaded the effort
to return the property to the family, is quoted as
saying "we can't change the past and we will never
be able to make up for the injustice that was done
to Willa and Charles
Bruce a century ago,
but this is a start."
She said the move
will allow the Bruce
descendants a
chance to "start
rebuilding the generational wealth that was denied
to them."

Board chair supervisor Holly Mitchell made it clear
that the board was not "giving" property to anyone;
rather they were returning property that was
wrongly taken from the Bruce family in an action
based on fear and hate. She stated further that "the
Bruces had the courage, the entrepreneurial spirit
and vision to purchase beachfront property nearly
100 years ago. They welcomed Black patrons during
a time when legal segregation in the great county of
Los Angeles kept Black families from accessing what
California is known for: our public beaches."

The board's action shifted ownership of the beachfront property from the county to two great grandsons of Charles and Willa Bruce. The Bruce couple
purchased the land in 1912 and operated a resort for
Black residents until the city of Manhattan Beach
condemned the property under the false pretense of
developing a park. The resort was forced out of
business and the Bruces ultimately lost their land in
1929.The family sued on the basis that they were

Returning the property required a change in state
law to authorize the county to transfer ownership of
the land. Mitchell said that while we can celebrate
approval of the land transfer there is still much more
work to do to "call out and acknowledge systemic
racism."
(Quotes cited in article taken from City News
Service/Manhattan Beach, published June 28, 2022.
Terms of the financial settlement and names of Bruce
descendants are public knowledge but are not
included in this article.)

WHO ARE OUR CANDIDATES FOR THE 2022 MID-TERM?
By: Maureen Mehler
Katrina Foley is now on the Board of Supervisors but not in our district. However,
with the redistricting, she is now running to remain on the Board of Supervisors,
but for our district. So, we have the advantage of voting for someone with a track
record and a good one at that.
She worked to stimulate our economic recovery. She advocated to retrain
Katrina Foley
police officers for a homeless task force. She initiated the first of-its-kind
Climate Action Plan for Orange County. She helped reduce homelessness by approving new housing
opportunities and the conversion of dilapidated and unsafe motels, having l ed the effort to open
a temporary bridge homeless shelter on April 5, 2019. She hosted interactive town halls to inform
residents about the county budgeting process, redistricting, energy conservation & wildfire
prevention, animal care services, COVID-19 recovery, and relief opportunities for businesses.
She also delivered direct financial assistance to businesses, nonprofits, the arts community,
veterans, and vulnerable residents impacted by the pandemic.
So our job is to help her keep her job.
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NEW TWO-PRONGED APPROACH
Current and Future Election Efforts
By: Jeanne Lepowsky
THE CAMPAIGN/GOTV EFFORTS ARE NOW DIVIDED INTO TWO TEAMS, WORKING IN TANDEM.

•
•

A GOTV Team that will implement election-related programs and voter registration, as we have done
in the past.
A Field Organizing and Voter Education Team that will work to increase club membership and the pool
of potential volunteers, improve the knowledge level and effectiveness of our volunteers, and inform
strategic and tactical decisions.

THE FOLLOWING ARE THE TYPES OF ACTIVITIES THE OUTREACH & EDUCATION TEAM WILL UNDERTAKE:

•
•

•

Promote volunteer’s comfort level with door-knocking and engaging one-on-one with individual
voters, as with the DPOC’s Lyndsey Lefebvre’s “Neighbor to Neighbor” program.
Recruit new club members and volunteers:


Recruit registered NPPs.



Recruit new village residents.



Recruit younger village residents.

Research and implement additional ways of
reaching and educating voters including texting,
postcards, website, etc.:


•

•

A website that is updated as needed will
be an essential tool.

Research key races:
 Prioritize races


Key message for each race that’s consistent
with the candidate’s “story,”



Find information on opponents/present
contrast with our candidates.



Lay out key issues for a given office and how
they impact voters.

Educate voters on why voting matters:


Down ballot voting
 One and done races

Take action to defeat
those who would
destroy our democracy!
By: Jeanne Lepowsky

• Join the Canvassing Team
• Make Phone Calls to Voters
• Distribute Literature
• Write Post Cards

• Register New Voters
Contact: Mary Ribando
marytribando@aim.com
(716) 984-9480 or
Jeanne Lepowsky
lepowsky@comline.com
(949) 636-9123

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed, citizens
can change the world. Indeed it is the only thing that ever has.
— Margaret Mead
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THE BLACK WALL—6/28/1994
By: Willie H. Phillips
THE BERLIN WALL THEY DONE TORE DOWN
BUT US THE BLACK WALL IS STILL AROUND

Some are white-washed and don’t see it,
Until the day, head-on…it they hit.
Today they think they’re really in,
Tomorrow they’re behind that wall again.
Us, they take out and wine and dine,
They’ll even say he’s a friend of mine.
But that same white washing man that calls you brother,
What’ll he call you if you marry his mother?
You’ll be their friend long as you make them a bigger
figure,
But deep down inside, to them you’re still just a ___ger.
They let us vote and attend their schools,
They let us think we’re free, then laugh and call us fools.
And we go for it; sinker, hook, and line,
Blind; the enemy we still can’t define.
Some will be our friends and even let us in,
Long as their game of life we help them win.
They make role models out of us that just play games,

Aren’t you tired of being somebody
that you’re not?
Has the truth somehow, mankind
forgot?
Now they’re in control but you
wanna be,
If you were in control would you
set them free?
Or would it all be about the big
payback?
Would you put them in a field wit
a cotton sack?
Would you beat, rape, kill, or sell
them to settle the score?

Willie H. Phillips

If you did, we’d be headed right back to where we been
before.

All manmade walls keep them in control and keep God out,
In reality that’s what all walls are really about.
There’s no such thing as getting paid your dues,
Long as you treat life like a game played by manmade rules.
What I’m ‘bout to say sounds like a very simple old song,
But no one will be free until we all get along.
The same black wall that keeps us out won’t let them in,
It’s the same wall that man calls pride but God calls sin.

While men like Jack Yates we scarcely know their names.

THE BERLIN WALL THEY DONE TORE DOWN

And we go for it sinker, line, and hook;

BUT “ALL OF US” THE BLACK WALL IS STILL AROUND

We’d rather listen to them than read “The Book.”

However, if this wall we really want to let go,

THE BERLIN WALL THEY DONE TORE DOWN
BUT US THE BLACK WALL IS STILL AROUND

They got most of us thinking that we’re free,
That’s because the black wall we refuse to see.

Let’s just treat it like the walls of Jericho.
Let’s all get together and circle it ‘round
Then praise and worship, and live for and obey God
until He tears it down!

Wake up people! Open up your I’s!

THE BERLIN WALL THEY DONE TORE DOWN

It’s past time to see through all manmade lies.

BUT UNTIL ALL WALLS FALL;

No more bowing to folk, just ‘cause they pay you money!

TRUE FREEDOM WILL NOT BE FOUND

No more laughing at jokes, that ain’t even funny!
And no more starching, when I ain’t itching!
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